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Devotion Time: Christmas Devotions on Hymns


                  December 19 – December 24, 2011


	Christmas DT on Hymns
	Middle School 

	
	December 19-24, 2011


monday, December 19

Prayer For Today’s DT

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. (Psalm 139:1-4)
DEVOTION HYMN, TEXT & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

The hymn that we’ll consider for most of this week probably marks the high point in most people’s collection of Christmas songs.  Please read the words, and try to memorize the hymn, or at least your favorite stanza.

Joy To The World
Author: Isaac Watts
Composer: George Frederick Handel

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods

Rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, Repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as, Far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love

And wonders of his love

And wonders, And wonders of his love

The first stanza highlights the fact that Jesus is the true king of the cosmos, and calls for people to prepare for his coming.

Jesus’ arrival was not a radical new event, discontinuous with the past; his coming was foretold in the prophets, and was the object of longing by the people. 

Read the following prophesies that have their echoes in this hymn.

Malachi 3:1 (NIV84) 

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 

Isaiah 40:3–5 (NIV84) 

3A voice of one calling: 

    “In the desert prepare 

    the way for the Lord; 

    make straight in the wilderness 

    a highway for our God. 

4Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

    the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 

5And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

    and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the 

    Lord has spoken.” 

In the beginning of the gospel, Mark combines these two prophesies:

Mark 1:1–5 (NIV84) 

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

    “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way”— 

3“a voice of one calling in the desert, 

    ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’ ” 

4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River. 

· In the ancient world, when a King came to a town, the roads would be smoothed ahead of time so that the King’s chariots could arrive on smooth roads—valleys were filled up, and hills were flattened.  What does it mean for people to be prepared for the arrival of Jesus?

· What does it show about Jesus’ kingship that John preached a message of repentance and forgiveness of sins to prepare for Jesus’ coming?

Reflect on the following passages about repentance. 

Acts 3:19 (NIV84) 

19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord 

1 John 1:1–9 (NIV84) 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
…

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

· What is the relationship between fellowship, joy, and repentance (or confession of sin)?

· To what extent have I experienced this kind of joy, fellowship, walking in the light, and “times of refreshing” through repentance?

Prayer

Write out a prayer preparing for Christmas by confessing your sins, filling up the valleys (darkness, envy, insecurity) and the hills (arrogance, pride), and coming out to the light, and then affirming and claiming the promise of 1 John 1:7 & 9.

tuesday, December 20

Prayer For Today’s DT

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

(Psalm 139:23-24)
DEVOTION HYMN, TEXT & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

The words of the hymn, “let every heart prepare him room,” reminds us of the sad words from Luke that “there was no room for them in the inn.”

Luke 2:4–7 (NIV84) 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

· What does this reveal about what the people in Bethlehem valued?  i.e., what kind of world did Jesus come to?

· What values do I hold to in my life that would be unkind to Jesus’ arrival?

Luke 2:10–12 & 16-20 (NIV84) 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

..

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

· Think about the smells and uncleanliness of a stable.  How does my heart resemble a stable, and what would it mean for me to “prepare him room” in my heart? 

· What are some ways or excuses by which people refuse to prepare him room today?

Prayer

Write a prayer of thanks that Jesus wants to come into the messiness and dirtiness of sinful human hearts, expressing personal trust regarding Jesus willingness to turn my sinful self into a place of “glorifying and praising God.” 

wednesday, December 21
Prayer For Today’s DT

Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips. Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil, to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers; let me not eat of their delicacies. Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil on my head. My head will not refuse it. (Psalm 141:3-5)
DEVOTION HYMN, TEXT & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

The Bible tells the story of creation, fall, redemption and restoration.  When man sinned, his choice was not made in isolation, affecting only himself.  The Bible describes Adam’s sin as having far-reaching consequences, impacting the very fabric of God’s created order.

Genesis 3:17-19 (NIV84)
﻿17﻿ To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat of it 

all the days of your life. 

﻿18﻿ It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

and you will eat the plants of the field. 

﻿19﻿ By the sweat of your brow 

you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, 

since from it you were taken; 

for dust you are 

and to dust you will return.” 

· What impacts on the natural world flowed from Adam’s sin?

· What does the Bible teach about the relationship between God, life, sin and nature?

With this passage in the background, read again the words of the hymn, paying particular attention to the words “nature,” and the various references to the natural world.

Joy To The World
Author: Isaac Watts
Composer: George Frederick Handel

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods

Rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, Repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as, Far as the curse is found
The Bible describes all of nature as being under a curse, first in man’s own body’s decay and death (“to dust you will return”), and on a broader scale, “thorns infest[ing] the ground.”

Into this broken world God himself entered as a baby.  As C.S. Lewis says, "Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign …”

· So the baby Jesus of Christmas is both Savior and Lord, and Christmas marks the beginning of the rightful King’s invasion. Every Christian is summoned to join in the campaign for the rightful King and Savior to reclaim his world.  Have you thought of yourself in these terms?  What must characterize the life of someone who views himself this way?

Prayer

Write a prayer of gratitude, affirming the truths in today’s text, and thanking God for reversing the curse of human sin; pray a prayer of commitment to join in the campaign of the true King to “make his blessings flow as far as the curse is found.”


thursday, december 22
Prayer For Today’s DT

Rescue me from my enemies, O Lord, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 

(Psalm 143:9-10)
DEVOTION HYMN, TEXT & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

No more let sins and sorrows grow

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as, Far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love

And wonders of his love

And wonders, And wonders of his love

· According to Romans 8, all of creation awaits the full restoration that Jesus brings, not only to those who are adopted as “sons of God” (i.e., all believers) but to “the whole creation.”  Revelation 22 gives a glimpse of what that looks like, when there will “no longer … be any curse.”  Write a response after each passage.
Romans 8:19-23 (NIV84)
﻿19﻿ The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. ﻿20﻿ For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ﻿21﻿ that ﻿ the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

﻿22﻿ We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. ﻿23﻿ Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. ﻿ 


Revelation 22:1-3 (NIV84)
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  
· Reflect on the following passages that highlight what it took for sinful humans and broken creation to be saved and restored. Write a response after each passage.

John 1:1–4 (NIV84) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  
John 1:12–14 (NIV84) 

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 3:16–17 (NIV84) 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 Galatians 4:4–7 (NIV84) 

4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

Colossians 1:21-23; 26-27

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

…

26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Romans 8:31–39 (NIV84) 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

· How have the grand, important themes of creation, fall, redemption and restoration been worked out in your own life through Christ.

Prayer

friday, december 23
Prayer For Today’s DT

O Lord, what is man that you care for him, the son of man that you think of him?

 Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow. (Psalm 144:3-4)
DEVOTION HYMN, TEXT & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

The Hallelujah Chorus, the climactic high point of the best known and best loved Christian song in history, has become a Christmas tradition for many Christians.  However, the words of the Chorus come from the book of Revelation and depict the consummation of history in Christ’s reign over all creation. 

Messiah

Hallelujah Chorus
Author: George Frederick Handel

Composer: George Frederick Handel

1
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, 
And of His Christ, and of His Christ; 
And He shall reign for ever and ever, for ever and ever, forever and ever, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, and Lord of lords, 
And He shall reign, and He shall reign forever and ever, 
King of kings, forever and ever, and Lord of lords, 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
And He shall reign forever and ever, 
King of kings! and Lord of lords! King of kings! and Lord of lords! 
And He shall reign forever and ever, 
King of kings! and Lord of lords!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah!
Revelation 11:15 (NIV84)
15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he will reign for ever and ever.” 

· Right now, the kingdoms of the world are under the spell of Satan and his lies, with sin and sorrow infesting the ground.  However, Christ’s reign has already started in history, through his followers, and one day, that reign will be complete.  What implications does this have on your role as a disciple of Jesus?
· Reflect on what the passages below tell about who Jesus is, this one who came into the world as a baby in a manger who now, and will forevermore, reign over all.  Write a response after each passage.

Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV84)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV84) 

6
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

John 1:1–4; 14; 18 (NIV84) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

…

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

…. 

18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 

Matthew 28:18–20 (NIV84) 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 


Prayer

Write out a prayer of praise for who Jesus is, and expressing personal worship and fealty to the rightful Lord of the universe, and pleading to extend his rule over his rightful domain.


saturday, december 24
Prayer For Today’s DT

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. (Psalm 25:4-5)
reflection questions / personal Prayer

· Review this week’s hymns.  Reflect on the words and savor their meaning.

� 	Lewis, C. S. (2009-06-02). Mere Christianity (p. 46). HarperCollins e-books. Kindle Edition.








